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Mobulid rays and tuna fisheries
• Manta and devil rays (Mobula spp.) are highly 

vulnerable

• Low fecundity and growth rates, few offspring

• 13,000 mobulids caught annually in tuna purse seine 
fisheries (Croll et. al, 2016)



What are the best ways to reduce mobulid bycatch?
• Literature review of existing bycatch mitigation interventions for 

mobulids

• Sources: peer-reviewed studies, tuna fishery reports, handling guidelines

• Identify mitigation options with greatest impact on BPUE (bycatch rate)
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Results to guide bycatch mitigation 
techniques during tuna skipper workshops
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